Therapy for the altered mineral metabolism of chronic kidney disease: implications for vascular calcification.
The development of chronic kidney disease (CKD) is associated with poor outcomes largely due an increased likelihood of adverse cardiovascular events. Many factors are playing a role in cardiovascular disease in CKD including the development of vascular calcification (VC). Studies have indeed shown that the presence of VC is associated with decreased survival among patients with CKD. The pathogenesis of VC is itself multi-factorial. LikeLy playing a significant role is the altered mineral metabolism of CKD. Management of the altered mineral metabolism in CKD is quite difficult and may also play a role in the pathogenesis of VC. In this manuscript, we will review the pathogenesis of the altered mineral metabolism of CKD, its management, and how both may play a role in the development of VC.